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German Government, in this question of compensation,
did not stir up the German Press with energy;  I had
particularly impressed upon them the use to which the
Press might be put.    It surely was not agreeable to
England that the German naval war material left over
should be surrendered, as this would have the effect of
re-opening the question of the division of spoils which
had been dosed, so happily for England, on the 21 June.
The division amongst the remaining Allies of the harbour
materials, by which they would become competitors of
England, was also opposed to English interests.   The
German Press had an easy task before it; but indifferently
led and not unanimous in its opinions it had to be content
with a very varied following in the compensation question.
In any case I deny most emphatically the blame attributed
to me for the subsequent surrender of the German harbour
material.   The hundreds of the Entente's commissions
travelling round Germany after the autumn of 1918 must
surely have reported that we stifl had a lot left which
could be taken from us to the advantage of the Entente.
In order to cloak this robbery it was made out to be a
punishment for the Scapa Flow incident which, acci-
dentally, seemed to offer a better excuse than some
arrears or other in the fulfilment  of the Treaty of
Versailles.
I assured the English Government of the fact that the
German Government had not yet been informed of the
facts of the sinking in the following letter:
1 12 December 1919.
' To the Prune Minister of Great Britain and Ireland
* i. I have received no word on the subject of the sinkfaj
of the German ships either from the German Governmeni
or from any one of its representatives.